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Special Insert:

All'l can say is, WOW!

We have made a couple
of awesome additions to
our Senior Boot Camp for
this year. First, we have
moved it’s location. It
will now be at Dave
& Busters, located
at 6010 Richmond
Ave.

The dates to chose from
are: Saturday
September 26" or
Saturday October 3".

Both days we will start
at 11AM and ends at
approximately 2pm.

We have an awesome
private meeting room
reserved, an amazing
fajita lunch, and AFTER
we finish working,
everyone will get a gift
card to go play games.

Please Note:

EVERY YEAR | get the
following question: Can
we bring a friend that is

not a member? This year
for the first time we will
allow a student that is not
member to pay $197 to
attend. These spots will
be greatly limited.

Of course for our current
clients there is not an
additional fee to attend,
it's part of our awesome
service!

See you there!

AVery Warm Welcome to a GREAT Addition Dr. Jerry
Daniels. Our new award winning student specialist.

Well guys, Brannon and |
have really done it this
time!

Here’s the story. For well
over a year we have been
looking to add a specialist
to work exclusively with
our students.

Let me clarify, simply
finding someone capable
of working with our
students isn’t and easy
thing to do.

What Brannon and | really
wanted was someone that
really “Got It.” | mean, not
only do they understand
how to really help
students, but also “Get”

the other part of proper
planning.

Here’s what | mean.
Finding a good college
that meets what the
student needs is great, but
if it's a school that doesn’t
have a dime to help a
family out, what has been
achieved? A great school
that a family can’t afford is
NOT a bhig help.

This is where our new
team member, Dr. Jerry
Daniels comes in. Here’s
what he has done: he has
taught college courses,
been a student advisor at
Texas A&M, he was the

1996 Fort Bend ISD teacher of
the year, and has been a
private counselor.

Jerry really understands the
needs of students and also
brings something that | think is
even MORE important. What's
that? | can teach someone
how to help a student, and
which schools have money.
What | can’'t teach anyone is
passion. What struck Brannon
and | both is the PASSION that
Jerry brings to helping
students.

Please give a warm welcome
to Dr. Jerry Daniels.
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You can help the high
school student in your
house zero in on a
major by watching what

they do.

- Dr. Jerry Daniels

Children are asked from the
time they learn how to speak
“What do you want to be when
you grow up?” There is really
no need to ask that question. If
you look closely, you will realize
that they are already doing it.

While working as an academic
advisor at Texas A&M, the best
question | had for struggling
student was “what is something
you enjoy doing so much that
you would do it even if you were

One important listening skill to use

when communicating with your

Examples of Door Openers

- "What do you think?"

not being paid”? Once | got an
answer to that question the
pieces began to fall into place.

Teens as a rule don'’t talk to
their parents. During these last
few years that your children live
at home you must develop
great people-watching skills.
Talk when you can and watch
when no one is talking. Even if
your child cannot quite
verbalize what it is that they
want to do with their lives, they

will put it on display for you
to see. A little research can
identify careers that require
skills that your son or
daughter already possess.
Begin the hunt for a major
with the end (career) in
mind. And not only will
college be a breeze, but
your child will become a
happy adult with a career
they love

Examples of Door Slammers

teenager is using Door Openers, as
opposed to Door Slammers.

Door Openers are open-ended
responses that do not convey
evaluation or judgment.

Door Slammers are just the opposite.

They convey to your teenager that
you do not wish to have this
discussion with them.

* Health Tip

- "Would you like to share more
about that?"

-"That's a good question."

-"I don't know, but I'll find out"
-"I'm interested in what you are
saying."

- "Do you know what that means?"
- "That sounds important to you."

- "Do you want to talk about it?"

-"You are too young to understand."
-"If you say that again, I'll..."
-"That's none of your business."

-"I don't care what your friends are
doing!"

-"We'll talk about that when you
need to know."

-"That's just for boys/girls"

- "Why are you asking me that?"
-"You don't need to know about
that."

-"Don't come to me if you mess up."

Based upon responses from thousands of California teenagers in the center’s California Health Interview Survey (CHIS),
the nation’s largest state health survey, the researchers made the following findings:

e  Teens whose parents drink soda every day are nearly 40 percent more likely to drink soda every day themselves than teens whose parents do not drink

soda.

e  Teens whose parents eat five servings of fruits and vegetables daily are 16 percent more likely to follow suit than teens whose parents do not eat five

servings a day.

e  Forty-eight percent of adolescents whose parents drink soda every day eat fast food at least once a day, while only 39 percent of teens whose parents do not

drink soda eat fast food at least once daily.

e Nearly half (45 percent) of teens whose parents do not eat five servings of fruits and vegetables daily eat fast food at least once a day, while only 39 percent
of teens whose parents eat five servings a day eat fast food at least once daily.

Even if you are met with rolling eyes, pouting faces, and snide remarks from your teens, believe it or not, they are
watching and listening. You, the parent, are the primary role model for your children’s behavior, which gives you the
power.to positively - .and.negatively.- impact their health.
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A Few Things College Financial Aid Offices Won't Tell You

1. "You waited until April? Sorry, we gave your money away."

At first glance, the amount of financial aid available to students seems like a gold mine. According to education testing and information
organization The College Board, students received more than $135 billion in aid during the 2007-2008 school year for undergraduate and
graduate study; more than $90 billion came from the federal government alone. Problem is, you'll need a treasure map to find your share.
The bewildering aid-application process stumps thousands of families each year, leaving many to pay more tuition than they have to.

Lots of students miss out on aid because of the confusing deadlines for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which
everybody must complete to be considered for government grants and subsidized loans. The forms are reviewed first by the government
and then by your student's prospective school. While the deadline on the form is June 30, many schools' individual aid deadlines —are as
early as February.

If you're the parent of a high school senior, keep a list of all the schools' different deadlines. To play it safe, though, apply for aid as close
to January 1% as possible. "Families need to submit their financial aid info as soon as they can after Jan. 1 preceding the student's
freshman year," says Jeremy Farmer, College Planner in Houston, TX. While the forms typically ask for the previous year's tax
information — a common reason parents postpone applying until April — it's completely legit to estimate tax figures based on last year's
return and update them later.

2."Your error, your problem."

If you fail to fill in some key parts of your FAFSA, the central processor will reject your form, sending it back to you and not to the
prospective schools, resulting in a potentially costly delay. One error that parents make: putting their income and tax information in the
student section or vice versa, which can't be fixed by the machine scanning the form. Of course, there are many circumstances that can't
be fully explained on a FAFSA form — for example, if a family member was recently laid off. In that case, Jeremy recommends writing a
letter to the aid office stating your family's financial situation and mailing it at the same time as your FAFSA.

3."Our low tuition rate means less financial aid."

Many parents who haven't saved enough for college tell their gifted high school seniors not to consider pricey private schools. Ironically,
those colleges may actually be the more affordable alternative. "The more expensive and prestigious the school," says Ron Caruthers,
"the more likely it is well endowed and can meet as close to 100% of need as possible," thanks to private donation campaigns. "You
might be sending your kid to a state school that [for you] costs more than a Harvard or an MIT or a Stanford."

4."You'll pay dearly for early decision."

Early decision is a big temptation at elite colleges: Students can apply months before other applicants, as long as they promise to attend
if admitted. In most cases, the college offers these applicants a better chance of acceptance. But when it comes to getting aid, early
decision can backfire. Why? Your commitment to attend if accepted means you have less leverage. "If you were trying to negotiate
pricing with a realtor and you basically showed your cards by telling them you would do anything to have that, how much discount would
you get off the house?”

If aid is your top priority, you're better off avoiding early decision. Especially if your kid's SAT scores and GPA are above the college
median, and he/she excels in extracurricular activities. If he/she applies regular admissions and gets admitted, he/she will have a better
shot at negotiating a rich aid package.

5."As far as WE are concerned, your DEBT doesn’t exist”

Every year parents are tempted to cheat the aid system by trying to look poorer on paper — by going on some kind of crazy spending
spree. There are, however, some perfectly acceptable ways to adjust your assets to maximize your aid potential. But the secret to this
would be appropriate planning to get the best aid package possible, not have to dip into your retirement fund, actually save money for
retirement, take advantage of whatever tax strategies that might be afforded to you and all the while, get your student into a good college
for a quality education. Give our office a call to get started.

Continued on next page....
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6."We WILL judge you by your house . .. and your car."
Fortunately for homeowners, the value of your house doesn't get considered in most aid formulas. On the flip side, if you're paying a fat
mortgage, driving a very expensive car, or sky-high property taxes to live in an elite area, colleges likely won't be too sympathetic.

Here's why: To determine aid, colleges calculate your expected family contribution from your adjusted gross income and assets. They
usually don't consider what your real disposable income is or how cash-strapped you might be after paying your stack of hills.

All is not lost, however. While most colleges do not automatically factor in regional cost-of-living discrepancies, some may if you ask. When
reviewing that financial aid offers, emphasize "involuntary" costs like taxes over voluntary ones like your mortgage, Brannon Lloyd of CFA.
Your car is normally considered an involuntary expense, but elite schools sometimes ask what cars you own and when you bought them. If
they're too new and too swank, they may be considered voluntary expenses.

7."We'll let you borrow more than you can afford.”

Unfortunately, college financial aid offices rarely discourage those from borrowing large amounts from private lenders. While there are
statutory limits on certain government loans — based on lifetime borrowing caps — there are fewer limits on loans from private lenders such
as Sallie Mae, KeyBank or Citibank, three of the biggest players.

If your student must borrow, exhaust federal programs first. Perkins loans or subsidized Stafford loans — both of which you may be offered
after filing a FAFSA — are best; their 5 and 6.8% rates, respectively, blow others out of the water, and interest doesn't accrue until the
borrower leaves school. The Perkins, which you pay back directly to your school, is the slightly more flexible of the two, offering longer grace
periods. Beware of unsubsidized Stafford loans, which your college may offer if your family doesn't qualify for subsidized loans. Although
these loans have similar low rates, interest will accrue from the moment the loan is made, even though payments aren't yet required.

8."Outside scholarships help us, not you."

Sure, you're proud of the five scholarships your high school senior won from community groups such as the Lions Club and a local church,
but don't be relieved. Unless you weren't counting on any financial aid at all, those scholarships won't make a dent in how much you have to
pay. "Many parents mistakenly think their cost will be diminished and then are disappointed to learn that it will actually be the grant [from the
school] that is diminished, thus saving the college money and not the family," says Ron Caruthers, president of College Planning Specialists,
Inc. Federal guidelines mandate that outside scholarship money be considered a resource in meeting financial need. This means you can't
use the scholarship dollars toward your expected family contribution, and the college gets to reduce the amount of aid coming your way.

9. "We won't 'negotiate,’ but we will 'review.”

College financial aid guides have long urged parents to negotiate with aid offices, often suggesting you bring a better aid offer from a
"competing" school to shame them into giving you more money. Tread lightly. Many aid directors hate this tactic. Some schools have strict
no-negotiation policies, while others are only a little more approachable. "There's certainly no harm in asking a college to review an aid
decision," says Ed Sanderson.

10. "Thought freshman year was expensive? Wait till senior year."
Your kid just got his/her award letter and scored a fat four-year grant covering most of the tuition, with a small loan for the rest. You're set,
right?

Not necessarily. Two problems get in the way. First, the amount of federally subsidized loans a student can borrow increases slightly each
year; as a result, your college may expand the loans it offers in subsequent years and downsize grants. Second, many parents and students
assume that four-year merit-based awards will keep pace with tuition hikes. "Very few schools are that generous," warns Brannon of CFA.
Nationwide, the average private school price tag jumped 5.9% from last year, with the average cost for resident students now just over
$32,300. Assuming a steady 5.9% annual price increase and a constant $25,000 in aid each year, the $7,300 contribution you made toward
your student's freshman year could grow to $15,778 by senior year.

“Money won't buy happiness, but it will pay the

salaries of a large research staff to study the

problem.”
- Bill Vaughan
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Besieged with budget shortfalls that reach
into the billions, states are making deep
cuts in financial aid programs, including
those that provide a vital source of cash for
students who most need the money. In
California, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed an $85 billion state
budget plan on July 29" adding an
additional $500 million in cuts that
includes a hit to student aid programs.

At least a dozen states are reducing
financial aid award amounts, eliminating
grants, and tightening eligibility guidelines
because of a lack of money. At the same
time, the number of students seeking aid is
up 25-30% as more people seek a college
education and need help paying the tuition
bill because they, or their parents, lost jobs
and savings during this ongoing recession.

Many of the affected programs are need-
based grants that provide money that
complements financial aid offered by
schools and the federal government.
Without that cash, some students may be
forced to borrow higher amounts of
volatile student loans. Here lies my
concern. Sure, interest rates are low right
now, but what most families do not realize
is that student loans which are considered
“private” or al t
variable rate private loans which adjust
with market conditions. This type of aid is
insidious due to lack of regulation and
transparency.

Many well known lenders outsource their
customer service needs to other countries
such as India, Philippines, Thailand, etc
which can be very frustrating. They
conveniently fail to discuss the fine print,
such as compounding interest disclosures
buried in the contract.

Students scraping to pay their tuition bill
turn to loans they do not understand.
Parents unwittingly co-sign these debts
because if not, t |
will be in the double digit range. These
loan interest rates can never be lockec
in, and cannot be discharged in any
form of bankruptcy due to a sweetheart
deal between the government and the
big banks.

They are truly a golden egg for the big
lenders. There are only a handful of
lenders left to choose form due to liquidity
issues. This makes competition scarce
and thus fewer options for our aspiring
college students.

The Federal Direct Loan program, the
only program | feel comfortable
recommending, is in-tact as parents and
student will have no problem borrowing
though the government. These loan funds
are not being cut, but when a tuition bill
on average is $25,000, and the fact that a
first year freshman can only borrow a
maximum of $5,500 under the Federal
Direct Stafford Loan Program, y ou d
have to be a Nobel Prize winning
mathematician to realize that there is a big
discrepancy. Not to mention the fact that
every time the government tries to offer
more aid to families, the schools naturally
either raise their costs or lower the amount
of aid offered.

| fear students not in the know will take on
too much debt as they pursue a degree.
The repercussions after graduation can be
catastrophic.  Hopefully the powers that
be will not keep putting a band aid on
what in reality is a life threatening wound.




I Miss the Good Ole Days When People Would Just Simply Talked to Each Other

In today’s world there is an
epidemic that has been going on for
years and not only does it not seem
to be getting better, it actually
seems to be getting constantly
worse. What initially began as a
sort of socializing tool, has now
spilled over to the business world
and subsequently, has began
damaging and/or straining both
personal and business relations.

With the Twitters, the MySpace, the
Face book, and the many other
sites out there people are losing
touch with just how important
sometimes a simple phone call
matters to some.

It seemed to all stem initially from
utilizing Emails as a primary source
of communication, but then some
folks began taking shortcuts and
instead of having a conversation,
they began to rely on this electronic
messaging. What came next?

Text messaging and it has gotten so
bad that now my son’s high school
has sent along with the registration
package, information on the school
district’s policy on text messaging,
which tells me that the topic has
reached the same level of
importance as his emergency
contact information.

So how did this come to be? Little
by little it seems that society is
avoiding more and more actual
human contact.

Remember the days when kids
would ask to go outside and play?
When your parents would tell you
what time to be home... mine was
when the street lights came on!
Remember when there was no such
thing as an answering machine or
voicemail?

People are so addicted to the
electronic gadgets now-a-days and
if you need to see proof of this pay
attention the next time that you go
to see a movie... when the movie
lets out, notice all of the people
turning on their lifeline. Cell
phones, pagers, PDA’s etc. all get

turned on such a rapid pace that |
surprised that there is not some
type of power surge in the area.
Another location to witness this
event? After disembarking a flight
at the airport, everyone is quickly
texting, sending instant messages,
Emails from their phones, etc.

Does that mean that | consider this
sort of technology to be bad? No, of
course not but it is not always the
best alternative to utilize and should
be used only for the appropriate
scenario. On a social scene where
you are passing along information
whether it be stories, plans, jokes,
etc. sure why not?

For business many people discount
the value of human contact whether
it be in person or on the telephone
and they attempt to substitute it with
an electronic message, but
sometimes what that means to the
other person is that you were not
considered important enough to just
at least pick up the phone and
personally call so you have to watch
what “message” you are sometimes
sending by resorting to an electronic
message.

Ask yourself these questions:

1. Would you instant message
“I love you” to your kids
before they go to bed?

2. Would you Email your
girlfriend / boyfriend “Will
you marry me?”

3. Would you post on your
MySpace page “Boss, |
want a raise”?

4. Would you like an important
conversation in a text
message, such as “You
have 6 months to live”
signed your doctor?

5. Would you like a tweet
saying “Guess what? I'm
pregnant and it's yours”

Now to some, these messages
would pose as no problem and if

you are traveling... sure, but how
much more personal would it be
to at least pick up a phone and
say the words and hear the
reaction to those words. Here’s a
clue for you; if you are asking
your boss for a raise and you
anything other than a face-to-face
discussion, not only should you
not get that raise, you should be
fired immediately.

When exactly did we resort to
instead of meeting people and
making friends and/or relations
based on that meeting, how
having to click on the link “Be my
friend”? Didn’'t we used to
sometimes do that back in our
adolescent days? ‘I like you, do
you like me? Check the box yes
or no.” We in some ways seem
to be spiraling back in time with
the advancement of technology,
but are losing the edge on people
skills.

This is never more evident than
with our youth as many of them
lack the basic skills of human
interaction. Young men not
realizing that a hand shake is
appropriate (a firm handshake by
the way), young ladies dressed
as if they are imitating Brittney
Spears in one of her sleazy
videos while visiting a
professional office setting. When
you attempt to speak with these
teenagers, they avoid eye
contact, they are many of the
times like a scared frail rabbit and
it is truly sad to see.

So, what is the answer? How do
we correct this? Accountability is
key in that setting expectations is
a must and setting policies and
procedures will alleviate the
burden of having this topic be a
topic of conversation over and
over again. My employees can
use their cell phones if they want;
they just have to step out of the
office to do so. | don’t want to

Continued on next page
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hear all of these little creative ring tones either so the rule of thumb in my office is that if | have to listen to your little ring
tone, then | have the right to smash it with a hammer so set it to vibrate or turn it off. If a client sends an Email of
importance, simply pick up the phone and call that individual as it also avoids ringing into the wrong interpretation of words
and alleviates the Emails going back n’ forth meanwhile taking up valuable time.

Jeremy Farmer is a college planner in Houston, Texas, and Jeremy says; | am firm, but fair and while receiving Emails
can be a timesaver, I'd rather just speak with you over the phone or in person so give my office a call and we can discuss
this along with a magnitude of topics from college planning, running a business, tax planning, etc. | can be reached at
281-822-6200.

Financial Tip Of The Month
Long-Term Fi nancing Makes Cars Cost Much

While consumers focus on the price of gas, many are ignoring the high price of financing a car. Some loans can last as long as nine
years. It's nice to buy a vehicle with nothing down and low monthly payments. But buyers who do are more likely to owe more on car
loans than the car is worth. The "upside down" position can last for years.

The practice is growing. Last year, about 29 percent of car buyers who traded in a vehicle to buy a new one owed more on their car
loans than their cars were worth, compared with 20 percent five years ago.

Consumers are viewing their expenses in terms of monthly payments rather than overall costs, say economists writing in The Wall
Street Journal. Few car buyers know the actual full cost of their vehicles or stop to consider how much more expensive it is to take on a
long-term loan.

The average maturity of a car loan today is about 70 months, up from 62 last year. Loans that are for seven, eight, and nine years push
the average up.

Many consumers formerly traded their cars after about three years. But three-year car loans today are rare. Today, cars are traded
about half way through the loan term. Buyers with negative equity when they traded their cars last year on average owed $3,062 on their
loans, compared with $1,726 in 2000 and $617 in 1990.

To finance a 2007 Chrysler 300C, ($35,195), a three-year loan at 5.89 percent has $3,287 in financing costs. To finance five years at
6.05 percent, interest comes to $5,679. A seven-year loan at 6.59 percent has $8,835 in financing costs, according to the Kelley Blue
Book.

When you decide to get a new car, you should talk to us first, so we can help you figure out the best way to finance the car BEFORE
you sign on the dotted line!

GOOD LUCK!
To those folks soon-to-be heading off to To those parents that have recently sent
college... We wish you much luck in your their students off to college... whether it
future endeavors and we are very excited be across the nation or locally, it is a big
for you! Good luck to you and please do step for the family. So as you can
NOT be a stranger. Let us know how you appreciate the added extra room in the
are doing and if we can assist in anyway, house and the knowledge of knowing that
let us know! they are improving their lives, they take

. (1?7 with them your love and a lifetime of
2R o oy lessons from you so, kudos to you all.

—— 74
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